
CHAPTER 3 
1970-1975: GREDER’S SECOND L-88 CORVETTE  
(VIN # 194679S706401) 
 
For 1970, Henri Greder had obtained a “new” Corvette through his connections with 
Zora Arkus-Duntov. Actually this “new” car (VIN 194679S706401) had been built in 
November 1968, and had been part of Zora’s fleet of test and press cars for over a year 
when he sold it to Greder. This Corvette was a yellow L88 convertible with a black 
(vinyl) removable hardtop. It originally came with a M40 automatic transmission and “a 
ton” of spare parts to turn it into a racing car. These certainly included the M-22 
gearbox, as the car was obviously never raced with the M-40 Automatic transmission. 
 
Helped by his mechanics, Henri Greder prepared this Corvette in his own workshop. 
Unlike the Opel cars provided to Greder Racing by GM-France, the two Corvettes and 
the Camaros that the team also used over the years, were owned by Greder. 
 
At some point during the 1970 season, 706401 was fitted with a ZL-1 engine, either for 
the Tour de France only (as stated in “Auto Passion” N°80 of May ‘93) or, more likely, 
for both the Le Mans event and the Tour de France. Contemporary reports in the 
French monthly magazine “L’Automobile - Sports Mécaniques” (issues for July ‘70 and 
Nov. ’70) and the Belgian weekly magazine “Sport Moteurs” confirm that this car had an 
aluminum block for Le Mans). 
 
For the1970 to early 1973 period, this car had also been fitted with some very ugly 
wheel arch extensions. They were later replaced by the "classical", better looking “L-88 
flares”. It is strange that the stock of parts originally supplied by ZAD for this car, did not 
include the “L-88 flares”. 
 
Henri Greder would use 706401 for 24 races from 1970 to 1975, including 6 times Le 
Mans 24 hours, and twice the Tour de France. It would run under a long list of entry 
numbers including # 2, 1, 29, 51 and 42 for Le Mans as well as # 152, 65, 83, 74, 25 10, 
122, 64 , 30 and 55 for other races. 
 
Each year, until his retirement, Duntov would send the latest parts to help Greder to 
update his Corvette. 
 
1970 
 
June 13-14 1970 LE MANS 24H. (June 13-14) 
For its first race, the Yellow Convertible had started as # 2. Greder, who shared 
the car with Jean-Pierre Rouget, qualified it in 4’10”5 at the average speed of 
193,566 km/h. His “old” Coupé, now owned by J-Cl. Aubriet was 3”3 faster, but 
again this had almost no importance at Le Mans. Halfway through the race, 
Greder and Rouget were in 9th position. Helped by the rainy conditions, a 2 liter 
car, the more nimble Porsche 914/6 driven by Chasseuil/Ballot-Lena had taken the 
lead in the GT class, and would hold it for five hours. After 20 hours, 



Greder/Rouget were back in the lead, and 7th overall. The Corvette and the 914/6 
remained on the same lap for nearly the last third of the race.  The Vette finished 
6th overall and 1st GT, with a distance of 3,848.040 km at the average speed of 
160,335 km/h. But according to some obscure paragraph of the rules, 336.515 km 
more would have been necessary for a car of this displacement to be classified. 
So, as 9 of the 16 finishers, it was declared “Not Classified” for “insufficient 
distance”. The 914/6 of Chasseuil/Ballot-Lena was declared GT winner. The 
Yellow Corvette was victim of a stupid rule, of the miserable weather conditions, 
and of its own engine displacement. The organisers realized this rule was silly, 
gave Greder the prize money he deserved... and the rule was changed for the next 
LM race. And I think even the points in the manufacturer’s championship were 
granted to Chevrolet. 
 
July-August 1970: Hill-Climbs at Tancarville, Mt Dore, Haut-Cantal, Meribel and 
Urcy.  
The decision to compete in those hill-climbs must have been motivated by the 
necessity of finding the right set-up (Suspension, tires, rear axle gearing) for the 
“Tour de France “ (which included both Mt Dore and Urcy), and also  to find out 
how the Corvette fared on such narrow, twisty roads,  against the now 2.2 Liter 
911S. 
 
September 19-27 1970: TOUR DE FRANCE 
For this event the car had start #155, and red and black stripes were sprayed over 
the original Yellow color. A dry sump ZL-1 engine supplied by Zora Arkus Duntov 
was fitted. With this lighter engine and improved weight distribution, Greder 
could logically expect another great result, but the demonstration would be short 
this time. At “Circuit Paul Ricard”, he finished 3rd overall, behind the two Matra 
650 three litre prototypes. Greder was followed by (again) Larousse, and by the 
other Corvette driven by ...Rouget (who had rented it from its owner Aubriet). At 
the 21.250 km long hill-climb at “Col du Minier”, the Corvette(s) were not in the 
top-five. At Albi, the two Vettes had a good fight, won by Rouget in the “old” 
coupé. They were only beaten by the two Matras, a GT40, and the 911R of 
Larousse. The next race at Pau, would end the “Tour” for both Corvettes. The rear 
axle gave up on Rouget’s car, while Greder lost the only ZL-1 block he ever 
owned. Before the race, after a short service, one of the mechanics had cleaned 
the engine bay, using compressed air, and had damaged the carburetor float. It 
was too late to change the carb for the race. Greder managed to reach the finish 
line. A new carburetor was installed, but the damage was done, and shortly after, 
a strange noise announced that it was over. A valve had destroyed the engine. 
 
 
October 18, 1970: 1000 km de Paris (at Montlhery) 
A L-88 had now replaced the ZL-1 engine. For the first time, Marie-Claude 
Beaumont would share the wheel of the #1 Corvette with Henri Greder. They 
easily dominated the Porsche “armada” at the beginning of the race, but were 



confronted with a few problems later on: tires, a broken accelerator cable, and a 
lost Hard-Top. But they still managed 10th place overall and 3rd in the GT Class. 
 
1971 
 
March 28, 1971: Montlhery-ACIF 
Greder (start #25) finished 3rd overall and 1st GT in this short race. 
 
April 18, 1971: Le Mans 3 Hours 
Greder/Beaumont (start #2) finish 15th overall, handicapped by an oil leak and a 
loose battery cable. 
 
June 12-13, 1971: LE MANS 24 HOURS 
Start #2 again, but with a new paint job. The Corvette was resprayed in the new 
“Greder Racing” colors, White body, Red hood and roof. The Red/White/Blue 
"Greder Racing" stripes were back. The main sponsor was Craven A Cigarettes. 
The front axle geometry had been modified, as Michelin radial racing tires were 
now being used (replacing the Good-Year tires used previously). But the true 
novelty and main attraction for the press, was of course the presence of a lady at 
the wheel of the L-88 Corvette. No woman driver had been seen at Le Mans for 
two decades. 
  
In qualification, Greder/Beaumont were 2nd GT behind the other Corvette driven 
by Aubriet/Rouget. Both cars seemed out of reach for the 20 Porsches. Early in 
the race, while Aubriet and the Coupé were fighting for the lead with the fastest 
911S, Greder adopted a slower pace. His main goal was to finish the race, and to 
achieve this, he was determined to follow his time table. Beaumont took the 
wheel at 6.30 PM. At 7.00PM, they were 3rd GT, so the strategy was good. The 
Corvettes needed to be faster on the track, as they spent more time in the pits, 
mainly for brake pads replacement. Unfortunately, Greder’s Vette required un-
scheduled pit stops early in the night, first because of an oil leak, than to replace 
the driveshaft, a repair that took 30 minutes. At 4.50 AM, the engine gave up, and 
Greder parked the Vette in the “Hunaudières” (“Mulsanne straight” for you). He 
was 12 laps behind the other Vette at the time. 
 
Aubriet/Rouget, at the wheel of the “ex-Filipinetti, ex-Greder” Coupé, had been 
leading the GT class all through the night, but around 6.00 AM, the engine is 
overheating. The water pump is changed, but half an hour later at Mulsanne, a 
broken half-shaft stops the second Corvette for good. 
 
1971 had been a dry weather race, but it had also been a very hard race, and not 
only for the Corvettes. All categories had lost many competitors. Only seven out 
of the 20 Porsche 911S and 914/6 managed to finish, and the average speed of the 
GT class winning 911S was only 10 km/h faster than that of Greder the year 
before, at the end of the rainy 1970 Race!   



1972 
May 1-6, 1972: Paris St-Raphael 
In this ”Ladies Only” rally, Marie-Claude Beaumont  drove the Corvette, with 
Christine Giganot as navigator. They did not finish the event. Was the search of a 
sponsor for “Le Mans” the motivation for participating, or was it rather a test for 
the “Tour de France”?  
 
June 10-11, 1972: LE MANS 24 HOURS  
In 1972, 706401 was White with Blue hood and roof, and sponsored by "Femme 
d'Aujourd'hui", a weekly magazine for ladies. It had start  # 29. Greder would 
again share its wheel Marie-Claude Beaumont. But the Ferrari 365 GTB4 clearly 
dominated the GT Class that year. Halfway through the race, they occupied 
places 1 (Andruet/Ballot/Lena) to 7 in Gr.4. The first Porsche was 8th in class, the 
De Tomaso 10th. The best placed Corvette (Heinz/Johnson) was 11th, and 
Greder/Beaumont 13th, 12 laps behind the class leaders. An accident ended their 
race after 21 hours. In a heavy rain storm, Beaumont was overtaking the Matra of 
Howden Ganley.  Ganley, who was running on intermediate tires, lost control of 
his car and was hit by the Corvette. Pics show the Corvette with damaged front 
end and suspension on the right side. This ended the race for Greder/Beaumont, 
but the Matra managed to reach the pits and would finish in 2nd position. 
According to Greder, François Cevert who shared the Matra with Ganley, later 
came to the Corvette pit to tell Marie-Claude it was not her fault, and that there 
was nothing she could have done to avoid the crash.  
 
September  16-24, 1972: TOUR DE FRANCE 
Beaumont/Giganot were at the wheel of the #122 Corvette, while Greder had 
opted for a 3 litre Opel Commodore GS Steinmetz Gr2. The L-88 suffered from 
some of its usual problems (ignition, oil pressure) along the way,  but the ladies 
were truly impressive on some occasions, finishing third in four hill-climbs, 
behind the two leading Ferrari Daytona. 
Beaumont did a splendid “Tour”, finishing 5th overall and 4th GT.  
 
November 1972: Estoril - "GP do ACP" - European GT Trophy: 
Marie-Claude Beaumont - #64 – The car ran in the same colors as for Le Mans in 
June.   Marie-Claude has sponsorship from GM Portugal for this race, meaning 
that the car would carry large OPEL and VAUXHALL stickers on its doors and 
hood.  Marie-Claude qualified 6th but DNF, due to a piston failure at half distance. 
This entry in Portugal is an exception in the career of this car, being its only race 
outside of the French borders.  
 
With exception of the Corvette and a Pantera, all other entrants were Porsches, 
entered by the very best specialist of the day such as Kremer, Haberthur ... . John 
Fitzpatrick won at the wheel of the Kremer prepared Porsche 911S  
 
 



1973 
April 1, 1973: Le Mans 4 Hours 
Start # 25. White/Blue as in 1972.  Greder/Beaumont did not finish the race. A 
Cracked or holed oil sump forced them to retire.  
 
May 1, 1973: Magny-Cours 
Greder finishes 2nd in the GT Class. 
 
June 9-10, 1973 LE MANS 24 HOURS 
Start #30. Back to White body with Red hood and roof. 706401 now has a deeper 
front spoiler and "L88" flares. The circuit had been heavily modified in the 
“Maisons Blanches” section, preceding the start/finish line. New curves had been 
added in order to reduce speed in front of the grandstands and pit lane. The 
“Greder Racing” Corvette qualified 37th overall, only 1”30 behind 
Johnson/Greenwood, and nearly 4 seconds behind the Ferrari of Elford/Ballot-
Lena. Greder/Beaumont  finish 12th overall and 5th GT after a quiet race. The 
competition was now stronger than in the previous years. Both Porsche with the 
Carrera RS and Ferrari with the Gr4 365 GTB4 Daytona achieved much faster lap 
times than the Corvette. So did the best Touring cars, entered by BMW (3.0 CSL) 
and Ford Cologne (Capri RS)! 
 
 
1974 
March 17, 1974: Montlhery-ACIF 
Greder placed 2nd GT in this race. The car had start #1 
 
March 24, 1974: Le Mans 4 Hours 
Greder/Cudini finished 3rd, and 1st GT. 
 
April 15, 1974: Nogaro 
Greder. 4th. 
 
June 15-16, 1974: LE MANS 24 HOURS 
The “old” L-88 Corvette was once again at the start, this time with #51, now dark 
blue with white accents and First National City Travellers Checks sponsorship. 
The fastest Porsche Carrera now qualified nearly 10 seconds a lap faster, and the 
Ferrari Daytona 7 seconds faster than Greder/Beaumont who qualified in 4’24”07. 
At mid race, the Corvette was found in 27th position overall, while the first Carrera 
was 5th and the Daytona 6th! Greder/Beaumont finished at a deceptive 18th place 
after ignition, water pump, battery problems, as well as the loss of first and 2nd 
gear. They were nearly 600 kms behind class leader Grandet/Bardini with their 
365 GTB4 who finished 5th!)  
 
August 15, 1974: 1000 km du Castellet 
Start #55. Greder/Beaumont/Lagniez. 23rd overall, 10th GT. 
 



1975 
June 14-15, 1975: LE MANS 24 HOURS  
Greder/Cudini with start  #42 – Qualification time: 4’23”09. During the race, the oil 
pump gave up after only two laps. It would be the last race race for 706401. 
 
But, by 1975, when Duntov retired, the times had changed. Duntov was no longer there 
to supply new parts. New managers at GM-France were less inclined to support “Greder 
Racing” than they had been in the past. 
 
How all this ended is told in his autobiography “Only one Life, Mine (Une seule vie, la 
Mienne)” by Henry E. Greder. He explains the end of “Greder Racing”, the 
circumstances that forced him to sell his Corvette near the end of 1975, his last 
successes in rally sport at the Tour de Corse, at the Tour Auto, at the 1977 Monte-Carlo 
Rally with the Opel Kadett GTE. 
 
Sold in the US in 1975, #194679S706401 later came back to France, where its owner 
enters it from time to time for historic events. It still has the dark blue paint job with the 
Traveler Cheque and #51. Henri Greder has had the opportunity to drive with his old 
racer on several  occassions, such as  "Le Mans Classic", and  "Tour Auto Historique".  
 
 
 
	  


